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South Texas snow,

FOR KIDS

Two new books tell about

the South Texas ’04 miracle

BY CASSANORA HINGJOSA

¥ 'rabtrys Thamey

The snowmen hanve vanishesd and
the white stuff lins long sinee
miebted, but the spirit of Clirist
1 2004 will ive on forever in
il hrearts of Coastal Rend pesi
dents whi  witneesed  1hi
moment.

Many memorics aresharedin
the phiote book. “Snow: The
South Texas Christiias \hrd(‘lv
04, which was prblis
Kathryn Childers, released
Tate October 2oo'aml saldmare
thian 50,000 copi

“Those 10,000 (copies} wett
gone by the first of November
(2005). so we reprinted and
reprinted and in those three
5, it sold better than Harny
Potter in this region” Childers
said.

Now twe more books in the colleetion will be

available in tocal H-E-B stores in the fall m thne
for Christmus - “Muore Snow: The South Tevas
Christias Miracle Vol 27 aud “More Snow For
Kids: The ‘frue $tony of The South Texas Christ-
mas Miracte”

“More Snow For Kids™ was written by Childers”
son, Clack Childers, an entertainment industry
writer in Los Angeles, who was in town the sight
it snowed. lkustrations were done by Jocal artist
William Wilbelmi.

Clark Childers, 27, visited last month to help
facilitate the project and mweet with Withelmi.
Childers has penned ather children’s projects. hut
“More Snow for Kids™ is his first published work
for little ones.

The chifdren's hook “inchedes
Nustrations, clay work. photography and B
etature,” Childers said.

“The 44-page hook tells the story of the
stowy Christmas Eve night fo shymi

“You can read it in five minutes and

Willlam Withebmi works
fur Kads The True Story nf th

uteintinm, fior the bk “Wrorv S
South Trvas Chvistmas Mivarte

e

el & whole story” he said

Onee the story was written, it went to Withel-
mi. a lacal eeramist whose works bave recewed
national attention and have been ~Im\\n at the

Smithsomian's Renwick Gullery in

¥

© Clark L. Childers fnx authansd the 34 page hook

that tdis tee stary of Te sy Chvistmas Koo
pight e e

end,” said Kathryn Chitders. who has known Wil
hetmi since 197

Instead of drawing on paper. Withelm
seratelid the images ontoa ghsed clay il Whith

DL and in New York City. Withelmi had never
done a book iHustratio

“Bill's famtous in this town
asanartist. He's an
international feg-

] and natural pig-
ments were painted ontn the piree, producing

Ttoans wrr BOOK 4%

BOOK 1. 1E

whimsical and vilirant images,

Atfrst, theteam worriedthat
the designed day tiles wouldn't
beflat enough to be scanned for
the book, but the images trans-
ferred with no prohlem.

“They . . gave me the pages
that had the part of the story and
the photogruphs that would go
with thestory. Fwould use those
as inspirations tu create the
drawings.” Withelmi said.

The clay processused by Wit
Tielmi took about a week tocom-
plete and includoed time for the
claytobe dried, fired ina 2,300-
degree Kitn, glazed and theo
drawn on. After Withelni cre-
ated the image on the glazed
tile, he then refired it In all,
Withelmii used 230 pounds of

Withiodn |

couldnt do it financiaily with
out going overseas without

for $1£.95 and “More Snow For
y of The Soutk Texas Cheist-
tfos $11.21 at H-E-B stores.
< fall.

nexl- tk |samrmg the 44 clay liles
am Wilhelmi to idustrate "More
Gr Kids: The Truz Stary of The South Texas
chnsvmas Miracie” vl be on display during
mty Cay, the grand re-opcning of the art

cesign clay fies and can have their books signed.

hBOl.IT THE AUTHOR
“hore Snew lor K45 aiivor Clark Childers, vino

froved 10 L0% ARGIRS Thee years 250 10 bocome
A scivenriter. Lappened Lo be in Corpus Christs
when it snawed In 2004

Ciizrs st firisbed the screerplays, “The
Secyic0,” BRRed an ik mother, Kathryn Childers
¥ 3n the Secret Service ang “Stay the Tempest.”
based on his grandmother's (Leura P Childers)
rovel about the Galveston Furricans of 1900

He has written other children's stories, inctud-
ing “Sally the Dog” ant “The Clowns of Floar
Cclor Pla n* about Clowns Who Care, a focal
aroup of 23 women wno Sress a8 clow s ard (ay
waekly visits to sick chitdren at Briscol: Chil
dren's Hospatal

SNOW SONG
Sang to be seld |n cosfunction with “More Saow for
B ey R o

The brother-and-sister duo GarciaGarcia made
up of Saily Garcia tformerly Sally Karvae2) and
Ruben Garcia. who lives in Nashville, have co-
written a sorg with Clark Chiiders that will be
affered in conjunction with the book “More Snow
For Kids: The Teue Story of The South Texas
Chnstmas Miracte.”

The d-mvnute 500 s titfed “Let the Snow Fali
o South Texas™ and was recorded in Nashville at
Red Horse Records.

The singte. which combines ctassicat and
country Guitar, mandohn, sicigh bells and some
Sparish fyrics, will be available ontine at garcia-
sarciamusica.com and redhorserecosds.com

Saliy Garcia pians o keen the cost under §5 to
maxe it a stockieg stuHer. GarziaGarcia aiso
pans ta retord a Spanish version of the song.

S usanddea Hinagose

Instead of drawing om papey, Wiliinm
Willeehni serateied the imiegrs onlo o
glazed clay tite, which helpeid crente
Mo il of thigoth. ol wntare pig
wrents were gaited onte the picce,
whict later bevamea ik dlustraton

by Wiltiam

wtiar thiat fies e book fogether

boaks,” she s
From the sales of the first

d,

clay for the projexct

“His drawings are like the
ortar that really ties{the book}
together,” Clark Childers said
*When you have these random
pubdishes Kathvgn Childers and outhor Clark L Chitders go photographs, lh(’) domt really
e iiHollavid Goltery i

‘William Willveleni {lrom left),
overa dimmy of the ook last aorth 01 the Withe

printing in China or Japan and
Ljust wasnt willing 1o do that”
Chitders said. = 7 just felt it
was a hometown project that
seeded to be done”
Thousands of amatewr and

tead you tl\mugh the stol
Kathryn Childers refers to
the projcct as "heaven sent”
beeanse @l) fell into place
despite the fact the books were
the first she had published.
She said she was able to gt
the job done within & *five-mile
radm< from her office.
verybody told me (]

Smiyth Texas pho
tesgraphers, Grunwald Printing
which printed the books and
sponsor H-E-B were involved
“H-E-B has really been our
partner because they not only
hosted the cuntest tavollect the
pictures, but they then agreed
to distribute the book and
essentially belped me get the
story out there by seling the

boak. $20.000 was donated to
Aransas First. a nonprofit envi
ronmental group, A partion of
bath new bovks sold through
theholidays will benefit H-E-Bs
Literacy Program

The snow} is the first really
wonderfut thing 1 have heard
repeated and repeated as praba-
bly one of the must significant
muments in (the communi
Tives that they'll never forget”
shu waid.
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